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Report on Blue/Brownwater Seminar
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Houston Area Brownwater-Bluewater 

Coordination Course

2-Day Interactive Training Seminar

Guest Wireless: PilotNW 

Password: HPilot203
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Link to symposium resources.
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Schedule

General

Timeframe

Day 1 Day2

0830-0930 Welcome: Survey Class-Opener Review of Day One

VTS Houston Discussion

0930-1000 General Discussion POHA Project 11 update

1000-1100 VTS Port Arthur USCG VTS Houston

1100-1200 VTS Port Arthur Seamans Church – ESO Radar Method 

Tractor Tugs – G&H Towing

1200-1300 Lunch Break Lunch Break

1300-1400 USCG COTP Houston Address SJCC Maritime Program

Hot Wash review of topics

1400-1500 Houston PBIRC Cases Linemen and mooring safety 

Farewell – class evals

1500-1530 Houston PBIRC Cases



VTS Port Arthur – Seminar Notes
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PA and Houston VTS +PBIRC – Seminar Notes
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Project 11 – SJCC – SCI ESO and Tractor Tugs
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VTS Port Arthur – Selected Slides
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Vessel Traffic Service

Sabine Neches Waterway

“Port Arthur Traffic”









January 23, 2010



2023 CHALLENGES

➢ Planning for Deepening Project.

• Planned increases in ship traffic including LHG

transits.

• Dredging in multiple location.

• ATON – relocation, establishment (ranges).

• ATON Allisions

• Pipeline removal operations.



POHA - Project 11 - Selected Slides
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Houston Ship Channel 

New Work Dredging

HSC ECIP / PROJECT 11

Le i á W i l s o n

HS C O p e r a t i o n s M a n a g e r, Po r t Ho u s t o n

B l u e / B r o wn C o o r d i n a t i o n C o u r s e

F r i d a y, Ap r i l 2 1 , 2 0 2 3

Visit: www.expandthehoustonshipchannel.com

http://www.expandthehoustonshipchannel.com/


PROJECT 11
Project Overview

Bayport Ship Channel
• Approximately 4 miles in length

• Widen Channel to approximately 455 feet
• Construct marshes and three bird islands in

Galveston Bay

• Mitigate for oyster habitat loss

• Modify channel entrance to reduce shoaling

Barbours Cut Ship Channel
• Widen Channel to approximately 455 feet
• Construct additional marshes on

Atkinson Island

• Modify channel entrance

Boggy Bayou (BW 8) to Sims Bayou
• Widen Channel to approximately 530 feet

through Greens Bayou confluence
• Deepen from existing 41 feet to 46.5 feet from 

Boggy Bayou to Hunting Bayou (last Turning 

Basin before reaching Washburn Tunnel)

Sims Bayou to IH 610
• Deepen from existing 37 feet to 41.5 feet

IH 610 to Turning Basin
• Deepen from existing up to 41.5 feet

• Increase Brady Island Turning Basin

Bolivar Roads to Redfish
• Approximately 11.5 miles in length

• Widen Channel to 700 feet

• Bend easing

• Construct New Bird Island

• Mitigate for oyster habitat loss

Redfish to Bayport Ship Channel
• Approximately 8.3 miles in length
• Widen Channel to a minimum of 700

feet

• Bend easing
• Construct marshes and three bird 

islands in Galveston Bay

• Mitigate for oyster habitat loss

• Currently not in the proposed federal

plan, so must be built by local interests
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1 Bayport Ship Channel to Barbours

C Cut
• Approximately 5 miles in length

• Widen Channel to 700 feet

• Construct additional marshes

• Mitigate for oyster habitat loss

• Currently not in the proposed federal

plan, so must be built by local interests
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USACE

PORT HOUSTON

No work planned in these areas

Barbours Cut
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Bayport



HSC ECIP / PROJECT 11
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR USE OF IMPROVED CHANNEL

Visit: www.expandthehoustonshipchannel.com

http://www.expandthehoustonshipchannel.com/


SJCC Maritime – Selected Slides



Maritime 
Campus

• Located on Bayport Turning 
Basin

• 3700 Old Highway 146

• La Porte, TX

• Front Desk: 281-459-5483



Course Offerings
➢ Over 65 USCG approved courses

➢ From entry level deckhand to unlimited Master license courses

➢ Engineering courses also

➢ 3 full mission bridge/wheelhouse simulators

➢ Engine room simulator

➢ Deckhand Training Pad

➢ Training pool

➢ Fire Fighting

➢ Deckhand & Skiff Training

➢ And MORE!



Simulation
➢ 3 full mission bridge/wheelhouse simulators

➢ Engine room Simulator



Equipment
a. Brand NEW enclosed lifeboat and davit

b. Single-Point Davit with Fast Rescue Boat

c. Skiff for Skiff Training required by Subchapter M



Firefighting Training Field



G&H Towing– Selected Slides







EVA 
2022, HP 4430
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1715hrs, Thursday evening, All

participants welcome

Johnny Tamale Restaurant 

4647 E Sam Houston Pkwy S. 

Pasadena, TX 77505

Near Beltway 8 and Crenshaw

Thursday Night Social event



Facilitators
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Introductions: Capt. David Foret

• Captain David A. Foret, Jr. President of the 

ACTion Group Companies

• David has over 44 years' experience in the towing 

vessel industry including 12 years onboard and 

more than 13 years spent in shoreside management 

before forming his own compliance firm in 1999.

• He holds a Merchant Mariner Credential endorsed 

as Master of Towing Vessels and Tankerman-PIC 

(Barge) Dangerous Liquids and Liquefied Gas 

cargoes, TVIB-Certified AWO RCP Auditor 

certification, Certified ISO 9000 Lead Auditor and 

Crew Endurance Management Systems (CEMS) 

Expert.

• He has served on the Pilot Board Investigation 

Review Committee (PBIRC) representing the 

interests of the brownwater towing vessel 

community for the past 15 years.

• Currently serving on the Board of Directors for 

TVIB. Chairman of the Lone Star Harbor Safety 

Committee's Navigation Operations Subcommittee. 30



Introductions: George Burkley
Gburkley@maritimepilotsinstitute.org

• Work Background

– US Naval Officer

– Merchant Ship’s Officer

– Director, Maritime Pilots 

Institute

– Marine specialties, electronics,

shiphandling, tugs, piloting

• Education

– California Maritime Academy, 

1989, BS Marine Transportation

– Johns Hopkins University, 1998,

MS Environmental Science

Executive Director, Maritime Pilots Institute

401 N. New Hampshire St., Covington, LA 70433 

(985) 867 – 9789 www.maritimepilotsinstitute.org
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