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Authority

COTP –

• Establish safety zones.

• Direct handling of dangerous cargos

• Order vessels to operate, anchor… to protect life, 

property, and the environment.

VTS –

• Direct the operation, movement, and anchorage of vessels within a 

VTS Area… manage traffic within anchorages, RNAs, safety zones… 



Port Conditions

The Coast Guard uses Port Conditions to inform the

maritime community of the status of the port and the

actions the Coast Guard intends to take.

Port Conditions are determined by the anticipated

landfall time of sustained gale force winds from a tropical

or hurricane force storm.



Port Condition Timing and Meaning
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• Set when gale force winds expected within 72-hours.
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Port Condition RECOVERY • Set once the storm has passed.

• Port Status:  CLOSED, OPEN, or OPEN WITH RESTRICTIONS.



Stakeholder Communication

• NWS Calls

• Navigation Restoration Team Calls

• Port Coordination Team Calls

• Other Internal Calls

• Battle Rhythm



Stakeholder Communication

• Broadcast Notice to Mariners

• VTS Advisory

• Marine Safety Information Bulletin

• Email Notification

• Homeport

• VTS Port Arthur Website





homeport.uscg.mil





Considerations

• Storm Size, Tracking and Timing

• Ports Affected

• Stakeholder Differences

• Control Measures to be Implemented

• Pre-Storm Port Status
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Stakeholder Differences

• Piloted Ships, Inland Tows, F/V, Recreational

• Commercial > 500 Gross Tons vs. < 500 Gross Tons
• Storm Avoidance 
• Getting Caught in the Wrong Location
• Preparing the Port 



Control Measures to be Implemented

• Cargo Operations

• Acceptable Anchoring/Mooring Locations

• Critical Infrastructure
• Bridges
• Floodwall Protection / Levees



Pre-Storm Concerns

• Pilots unable to sail ships due to offshore 
conditions. May occur before Port Condition Zulu.  
Influenced by size and strength of storm.

• Pre-Storm Assessments
• Vessels in Layup Status
• Vessels less than 500 Gross Tons
• Hazards to Floodwall Protection / Levees *
• Sabine Pass / Sabine-Neches Canal
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